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that Clara would confide in them, and would even
rejoice in doing so. But she had, on the con-
trary, a positive horror and dread of their finding
out anything about her secret. She told Byron
who Mary was, one evening when she knew they
were to meet, but implored him beforehand to
talk only on general subjects, and, if possible, not
even to mention her name.

This introduction probably took place in
March, when Shelley and Mary were, for a short
time, staying up in town. Shelley was occupied
in transacting business, which had reference, as
usual, to Godwin's affairs. A suit in Chancery
was proceeding, to enable him to sell, to his father,
the reversion of a portion of his estates. Short
of obtaining this permission, he could not assist
Godwin to the full extent demanded and ex-
pected by this latter, who chose to say, and was
encouraged by his man of business to think that,
if Shelley did not get the money, it was owing to
slackness of effort or inclination on his part.
The suit was, however, finally decided against
Shelley. The correspondence between him and
Godwin was painful in the highest degree, and
must have embittered Mary's existence.

Godwin, while leaving no stone unturned to
get as much of Shelley's money as possible, and
while exerting himself with feverish activity to
control and direct to his own advantage the legal